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pamphlet now published, the Dtnonciation de VAgiotage,
which is in form little else than a long harangue ad-
dressed to the Notables. The result was a tenth or,
as Mirabeau preferred to call it, a seventeenth lettre de
cachet confining the author to the Castle of Ham. The
victim had ample warning and crossed the frontier. In
a month he was able to return to Paris. Calonne,
convinced that he was not less formidable as an enemy
than useful as a friend, wrote a most amicable letter.
This was a crisis when it behoved every good patriot to
support a reforming Government, and "it would be
unworthy of him to sacrifice the public good to any
private resentment."

Necker was Calonne's most dangerous rival. In the
Ddnonciation de VAgiotage Mirabeau had already pointed
out the fatal results of the reckless borrowing practised
by the popular financier. In a short pamphlet, pub-
lished a month later (Premiere Lettre sur l}administration
de M. Necker), he accused him of having overthrown
by his intrigues the only minister (Turgot) capable of
effecting the regeneration of the country, and of ignor-
ance of the true principles of political economy and
finance.

A second and more virulent attack (Seconde Lettre sur
I'administration de M. Necker) was a return for the re-
newed civility of Calonne. The attempt of Necker to
show that the deficit he had been accused of leaving his
successors to deal with had been exaggerated was re-
futed, and the writer calls upon those " who still believe
that it is possible to love their God, their country, and
their king, without worshipping M. Necker/3 to judge
whether appeals to his character and his virtues are a